British American Football Referees Association
Rules and Mechanics Committee

RULES MEETING 1999

Held at:
Bedworth Civic Centre on 7th August 1999

Chairman:
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Proceedings

Apologies were received from Will Marriage, Steve Tonkinson and Gary Marshall

1
Last year’s changes
No problems were reported apart from players claiming the need to wear tinted eye shields (visors). Discussion of this was deferred until consideration of a relevant editorial change.

2
NCAA rule changes

Rule 1-4-3-c
Players and Playing Equipment – Contrasting Colours

It was decided to adopt this change, with the alteration of  “must” to “should” thus making it advisory rather than mandatory.

Add new rule1-4-3-c
“If worn, gloves or hand pads should be gray in colour.”

Rule 1-4-4-e
Players and Playing Equipment - Mandatory Equipment
It was decided NOT to adopt this change, and to keep the existing advisory wording.

1-4-4-e
“The jersey should be full length and tucked into the pants.”

Rule 1-4-5-r
Players and Playing Equipment – Illegal equipment

It was decided NOT to adopt this change. It was not felt to be a problem in Britain and is linked to the NCAA rule prohibiting the removal of a helmet on field which was not adopted in Britain.

Rule 3-5-2-c
Substitutions – Legal substitutions

It was decided to adopt this change with altered wording ensuring its application to 9-a-side junior football and any other league using less than 11 players per side.

Add to 3-5-2-c
“Team A may not break its huddle with more players than may legally participate in a down.”

Add new AR 3-5-2-VIII
“Team A has a full complement of players in its huddle when A27 approaches the huddle as it breaks. RULING: Dead ball foul. Penalty – Five yards from the succeeding spot.”

Rule 7-3-2

 Penalty
Forward Pass – Illegal Forward Pass
It was decided to adopt this change.

Add to 7-3-2 Penalty
“Loss of down at the spot of the foul if the illegal forward pass is thrown by Team A to save loss of yardage.”

Rule 9-1-4-a Penalty
Contact and Interference Fouls – Illegal Interference

9-1-4-a Penalty
Change “ . . . enforcement spot most advantageous to the offended team.” to  “  . . . basic spot.”

Rule 2-25-12
Definitions – Spots

It was decided to adopt this change.

Delete this definition.

Rule 9-3-3-h Penalty
Blocking, Use of Hand and Arm – Use of Hands or Arms by Offense

It was decided NOT to adopt this change. The committee felt that the interpretation of this rule could lead to problems and agreed to observe its application during the next NCAA season and reconsider it at next year’s meeting.

Rule 10-1-5 Exception
Penalties Completed – Dead-Ball Fouls

It was decided to adopt this change.

Change Exception to 
“When unsportsmanlike or dead-ball personal fouls by both teams are reported to the referee and before any of the penalties have been completed or the order of occurrence cannot be determined, the fouls cancel, the number or type of down established before the fouls occurred is unaffected, and the penalties are disregarded, except that any disqualified player must leave the game (Rules 5-2-6 and 10-2-2-a).”

Add new AR 10-1-5-VII
“Second and goal at the three-yard line. Runner A14 is downed at the one-yard line and then B67 piles on. A14 retaliates by slugging B67. RULING: The penalties cancel as neither has been completed. A14 is disqualified for fighting. Third and goal (Rule 10-1-1).”

Add newAR 10-1-5-VIII
“Runner B17 taunts pursuing A55 prior to scoring a touchdown on an intercepted pass. After B17 crosses the goal line, he is tackled by A55 five yards into the end zone. RULING: The penalties cancel as neither has been completed. The try will be at the three yard line (Rule 10-1-1).”

3
Other suggested changes

Rule 2-30-5
Play classification - Take-a-knee plays

The committee agreed that the rules pertaining to take-a-knee plays serve a useful function in preventing unnecessary aggression at the end of a game and that deleting the rules would not prevent such a play being used. It was decided NOT to adopt this change.

Rule 3-2-5-a-11
Playing Time and Intermissions – When Clock Starts

It was decided to adopt this change.

Add new rule 3-2-5-a-11
“For a fumble out of bounds in advance of the spot of the fumble (Exceptions: On legal kick downs and when Team B is awarded a first down).”

4
Editorial changes

Rule 1-4-5-s
Players and Playing Equipment – Illegal Equipment

It was decided to adopt this change with the addition of wording indicating how exemptions would be handled and the addition of “clear” to the description of a legal eye shield.

Add new rule 1-4-5-s
“Eye shields that are not clear (transparent) and made from moulded or rigid material. Exceptions may be granted for medical reasons. Evidence for an exception must be presented to the Umpire prior to the start of the coin toss.”

Rule 2-25-10-d Exception 4
Definitions – Basic Spot

It was decided NOT to adopt this change, it being related to the NCAA change to Rule 9-3-3-h which is being deferred for consideration next year.

All other editorial changes were adopted.

5
Rules differences

The committee noted the existing differences. It was decided to invite discussion, before the next meeting, about four differences which it is felt could be changed without detriment to the British game.

a
Rule 1-2-1-k
The Field - Dimensions

British hash marks are 70’9” from the sideline, NCAA are 60”

b
Rule 2-2-3-d Exceptions
Definitions – The Ball: Live, Dead, Loose

In NCAA rules the ball is dead and returned to the spot of the fumble if a fumble on 4th down or during a PAT is recovered by any Team A player other than the player who fumbled. There is no such provision in British rules.

c
Rule 3-1-3
Extra Periods

The NCAA tie breaker is an equal possession system. In Britain the rules are for a “sudden death” system, although BCAFL uses the NCAA system during play-offs.

d
Rule 6-1-2-b
Free kicks

NCAA requires at least 4 players of the kicking team on each side of the ball when it is free kicked. There is no such requirement in British football.

6
Rule Book

The committee agreed to produce addenda for the existing rule book as the changes were not sufficient to warrant the production of a new rule book. The addenda will combine the new changes with last year’s in a single document.

7
Other business

The committee agreed to make changes to the rules for Youth Kitted and Flag football (Rule 12) to allow for team sizes other than 11 a side.

8
Date of next meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Saturday 7th October 2000. The time and venue will be circulated with the agenda.
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